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ment, the two parties to the dual control were at one in
working towards the same end, the pacification of the
Waghers and their ultimate settlement as peaceful culti-
vators. The British Government had not, in fact, the
slightest intention of holding on to Okhamandal, which
every consideration of policy urged them to release at the
earliest moment consistent with safety. They held no
land in Kathiawar; the possession of an isolated corner,
far away from any British possessions, would have been
most inconvenient; the port, which Flis Highness thought
was coveted, was not even thought of except by himself,
and though he may have indulged in the splendid vision
of a harbour which would rival Bombay and Karachi,
that particular prospect was not likely to appeal to the
British Government; the place was not: profitable, the
cost exceeded the revenue, and, as the Baroda Govern-
ment impressed upon the Residency, its only value lay in
the same honourable sentiment of devotion which took
the Crusaders to Palestine, In 1905 the Resident seems
to have toyed with the idea of withdrawing the British
control, and in 1916 the same thought flitted through the
mind of his successor but was put aside because in 1904,
at the instance of Dewan Bahadur V. M. Samatth, a
distinguished servant of the State, the idea was mooted
of a railway which should connect Okhamandal with
Jarnnagar, and the Resident thought that it would be
better to await developments* The question of rendition,
however, came into prominence in 1919 by a trivial
accident. The Assistant Resident had retired and no
officer was immediately available to take his place* The
Resident snatched at the opportunity of reopening the
question, and announced to the Baroda Government that
he was prepared to recommend the restoration of complete
sovereignty upon certain conditions.